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hinder his entrance through that door. The disappointed Constitu-
tional Unionists would vote for their own electors and Congressmen.31
Another trial was made in New Jersey. The chairmen of the three
executive committees and members of their national committees met
in the Astor House. They abandoned the two-way, Breckinridge and
Constitutional Union fusion in favor of a three-way slate of three
Douglas men from their own electoral ticket, two Bell and two Breckin-
ridge electors. The Douglas managers again refused to accept fusion;
but nevertheless the Breckinridge and Constitutional Union people
kept this ticket, thus giving the three Douglas electors support both from
the straight-out Douglas voters and from the two fusion elements. To
that extent the anti-Lincoln forces were united.32 The outcome of the
trading was thus partial fusion in New Jersey and Pennsylvania and
complete union in New York and Rhode Island.
Yet in this strange campaign, as the reluctance to form fusion tickets
vaguely indicated, there was dangerous disregard of the most frighten-
ing sign. In the South was a growing determination, which most people
in the northern states, notably political leaders, failed to take seriously.
It may be doubted whether even southern politicos grasped it, particu-
larly those who spent much of their time in Washington. This determi-
nation was sustained by a complex of emotions in which fear, pride,
honor, and ambition were woven into an intricate pattern. Its design
was about to be revealed.